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This paper consists of three sections: 

Section – A   Reading skills       20 
Section – B   Writing skills with grammar     30 
Section – C   Literature Textbook & Extended reading text  30 
General instructions: 

1. All questions are compulsory. 
2. You may attempt any section at a time. 
3. All questions of that particular section must be attempted in the correct order. 

 

Section A (Reading)  Marks : 20 

Q1.  Read the following passage and answer the questions.         8m 

1.  Heredity refers to a biological mechanism as a result of which a child obtains 
something in terms of specific species or ancestral characteristics by which he can trace 
his individuality from his ancestral stock through his parents. 

2.  Human life thus starts from a single cell produced by the union of two germ cells, one 
from each parent and gradually develops into a complicated composition of trillions of 
body cells and yet containing the same genetic material as was inherited at the time of 
conception.   

3.  The zygote i.e., fertilized ovum consists of a semi fluid mass called Cytoplasm and 
within the cytoplasm there is a nucleus which contains the chromosomes.  
Chromosomes always exist in pairs.  In human zygote there are 23 pairs of 
chromosomes (46 individual chromosomes) 23 of which are contributed by the father 
and 23 by the mother and this is why for the transmission of hereditary characteristics 
both mother and father are said to be equal partners.   

4.  Chromosomes possess a thread like structure and are made up of very small units 
called genes.  It is estimated that there are more than 1000 genes in each human 
chromosome cell.  Consequently the possibility regarding the combination of 30,000 
characteristics each from the mother and father, may help us to understand well the 
uniqueness of each individual. 

5.  Heredity is defined as the totality of biologically transmitted factors that influence the 
structure of the body.  Everything the child begets biologically from his parents, belongs 
to heredity.  Not only the physical traits such as colour of eyes, hair, skin, body 
constitution but also certain mental traits such as temperament, intelligence are inherited 
by the child from his parents.  That is why the child mostly resembles his parents.  The 
child inherits the traits and characteristics of his parents and forefathers through 
'chromosomes' at the time of conception.  'Genes' are the real genetic units. 



1.1. Answer any eight of the following questions on the basis of the passage you 
 have read.                 8m 

a.  How can one trace ones individuality? 

b.  How does human life start? 

c.  What do you understand about zygote? 

d.  How can one prove that hereditary characteristics of both mother and father are said 
 to be equal from the parents?  

e.  What do you understand about genes? 

f.   What helps us to understand well the uniqueness of each individual? 

g.  How would you define heredity? 

h.  What traits does a child acquire from the parents? 

i.   What is the word which means the same as ' result in' from paragraph 5? 

Q2.  Read the following comprehension and answer the questions that follow:12m 

HOW TO BEAT A BAD MOOD 

1.  Moods, say the experts, are emotions that tend to become fixed, influencing one's 

outlook for hours, days or even weeks.  That's great if your mood is  a pleasant one, but 

a problem if you are sad, anxious, angry or simply lethargic. 

2.  Perhaps the best way to deal with such moods is talk about them; sometimes, 

though, there is no one to listen.  Modern pharmacology offers an abundance of 

tranquilizers, anti-depressants and anti-anxiety drugs.  What many people don't realise, 

however, is that scientists have discovered the effectiveness of several non-drugs 

approaches to pry you loose from an unwanted mood.  These can be as good as 

prescription drugs and have the added benefit of being nontoxic and non-addictive.  So 

in moments of bad moods try one of these antidotes instead of rushing to the chemists.  

Of all self-help techniques, aerobic exercises seem to be the most effective cure for a 

bad mood.  Aerobic exercises such as running, cycling, brisk walking, swimming or other 

repetitive activities that boost the heartbeat rate, increase circulation of blood and 

improve the body's utilization of oxygen.  Just of twenty minutes, three to five times a 

week are what you need.   

3.  "Colour can be a nutrient for the mind as vitamins are for the body," says Patricia, a 

New York colour psychologist.  She suggests to keep away from red to defuse irritability 

and anger.  Avoid wearing colours that make you feel down - black or dark blue.  Go for 

warm, bright and active colours that lighten your mood.  Neutral colours such as soft 

shades of blue have a soothing, calming effect and alleviate anxiety and tension.   

4.  There is reported basic link between food and mood.  Carbohydrates eaten alone 

stimulate the brain's production of serotonin responsible for making us feel calm and 



relaxed.  It is a sort of comfort food with a tranquilizing effect.  Eating proteins tend to 

sustain alertness and mental energy.  The best protein are shell-fish, chicken, etc.  

5.  A strong connection has been found between high caffeine intake and increased 

depression, irritability and anxiety.  People are often depressed when their thoughts are 

negative and distorted.   If you avoid being critical of yourself and think positive 

thoughts, you're actually more likely to feel happy.  It is important to lift oneself out of 

one's own self-defeating mood and to take an interest in  someone else.   

2.1. On the basis of you reading of the passage, answer any four of the following 

questions in about 30-40 words each:                     8m 

a.  What do people do to beat their bad mood? 

b.  Of all the self-help techniques, which technique seems to be the most effective one 

for a bad mood?  Why? 

c.  What did Patricia advise about colour choice for our clothes? 

d.  What is the link between food and mood?  

e.  Summarize paragraph five in 30-40 words. 

2.2.  On the basis of your reading of the passage, fill in any two of the blanks with 

appropriate words/phrases.                        2m 

a.  The best way to deal with the bad moods is to ........................ even though there is 

no one around. 

b.  Repetitive activities boost the heartbeat rate and increase circulation of blood which 

in turn improves  .................... 

c.  Alertness and mental energy can be sustained by ..................... 

2.3. Attempt any two of the following.  Find out words which means the same as 

under:                     2m 

a.  What is the word which means the same as 'exhausted' from para 1? 

b.  What is the word which means the same as 'remedies' from para 2? 

c.  What is the word which means the same as 'kindle' from para 4? 

Section B (Grammar and Writing)  Marks : 30 

Q3.  Answer any one of the following questions in 100-120 words.       8m 

a.  Write a letter to the editor of newspaper bringing to their notice the plight of illiteracy 
in your locality which is in a remote area.  You are Arun/Aruna, 24/A, Sethuvalai, 
Vellore. 

b.  Write an article highlighting the importance of 'A healthy mind in a healthy body'.  You 
are Sujith/Sujitha. 



Q4. Complete any one of the stories with the given beginning in 200-250 words. 

              10m 

a.  Rummaging through the cupboard, and found a photograph of himself with his pet 

dog as a teenager.  He went back to those days when .... 

b.  The gardener Kailash, who was old, started his regular work of watering the plants as 

if they were his own children.  He then .... 

Q5.   Fill in  any four of the following blanks choosing the most appropriate option 

from the ones given below.  Write the answers in your answer sheet against the 

correct blank numbers.                   4m 

Psychologists ...(a)... that parents who overindulge ...(b)... kids, set them up to be more 

vulnerable ...(c)... future anxiety and depression.  Today's parents themselves raised on 

values of thrift ...(d)... self-sacrifice, grew up in a culture where ...(e)... was no household 

work. 

  i  ii  iii  iv  v 

a. say  says  saying said  is saying 

b. they  them  their  there is there was 

c. of  on  into  upto  to 

d. of  and  but  or  so 

e. they  them  their  there   there's 

Q6.  The following passage has not been edited.  There is one error in each line.  

Write the incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet against their 

respective numbers.  Remember to underline the word you have supplied.  

Answer any four of the them.                               4m 

                 Error Correction 

 A shoemaker named Simon, who has neither house nor  (a) 

land of his own, lived with his wife or children in a peasant's (b) 

hut  and earned his living by his working. Work was cheap but, (c) 

bread was dear, and what he earn he spent for food.  The (d) 

man and his wife had but one sheep-skins cot among them (e) 

for winter wear. 

 



Q7.  Rearrange the following words and phrases to form meaningful sentences.  
Write the answers of any four in your answer script against the correct blank 
number.                                                   4m 

a.  Rafel / appointed / that / meeting / the / evening / stood / judging / at / the / place / for 

/ of / contest / the / 

b.  know / he / Pangolin / what / not / did / of / become / had / 

c.  above / nature / the / clouds / gathered / the / angles / 

d.  to / other / the / jungle / see / the / come / creatures / many / competition / of / 

outcome / had / 

e.  could / angels, / voices / could / their / they / hear / but / the / see / not / 

Section C (Literature and long reading text)  Marks : 30 

Q8.  Read the following extracts and answer any one of them.                4m 

a.  Greatly flattered and impressed 

 That a critic of such note 

 Had discussed her art and throat: 

 'I don't think the song's diving. 

 But - oh, well - at least it's mine'. 

i.   Who is the speaker and to whom is it spoken? 

ii.   What was the criticism made by the listener? 

iii. How did the speaker justify itself? 

iv. What is the word which means the same as 'thankful' from the above extract? 

b.  Mrs Packletide was pardonably annoyed at the discovery; but, at any rate, she was 

the possessor of a dead tiger, and the villagers, anxious for their thousand rupees, 

gladly connived at the fiction that she had shot the beast. 

i. What is the discovery made? 

ii. Who disclosed the discovery to whom? 

iii. Why did the villagers connive at the fiction that she had shot the beast? 

iv. What is the word which means the same as 'conspired' from the above text? 

Q9.  Answer any four of the following questions in 30-40 words each.               8m  

a. Why do you think the narrator of 'Two Gentlemen of Verona' liked the boys? 

b. The daughter's irresponsibility resulted in the death of Ali.  Justify it. 

c. Describe the training given to the nightingale by the frog?  What was the outcome? 

d. The theme of the two poems ' Not Marble Nor The Gilded Monument' and 

'Ozymandias' is almost the same.  Explain. 

e. Why did the Jordans come late to Mrs Slater's house?  What do you understand 

about them with this gesture?  



Q10.  Answer any one of the following questions in 125-175 words.       8m  

a.  Today's generation is not able to love and provide for their old parents.  This is the 

main feature prevalent, especially in the cities and towns.  Imagine yourselves to be a 

senior citizen left in an orphanage by your grown up children.  Write a diary entry 

expressing your thoughts. 

b. Being gullible is not a mark of progress or of individuality.  A person with such 

qualities can be overpowered by cunning ones.  Write a letter to your cousin studying 

class 8 in a hostel urging him to become independent and also confident of 

himself/herself.  (The frog and the nightingale.) 

Q11.  Answer any one of the following questions in 175-200 words.     10m  

a.  What was the change in the life of Helen Keller after the arrival of her teacher Miss 

Anne Sullivan? 

b.  How did Helen bond with the nature though she was frightened on one occasion? 

***** 

 


